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Well, Trump did it. He has cemented a conservative majority on the court for perhaps my lifetime. What is 
most fascinating is that unlike the Kavanaugh hearings, which were a genuine shitstorm of just baseless 
accusations, the Democrats really put up no fight. Perhaps they are battle weary from Kavanaugh or well 
aware of their inability to stop the confirmation. Some even suggested they wanted it off the table as an issue 
in the 2020 election, so they just allowed it to go through. Whatever the reason, it is very good for the 
Trump’s legacy. 


| do not support Donald Trump but I'll give him and the Senate props on this one: they got it done. Trump has 
appointed a third of the high court in just one term. Many were correctly pointing out that Trump could 
potentially get another pick if given a second term. Let’s look at the composition of the court currently. 


There are currently nine Justices, six conservatives and three liberals. The conservatives are Chief Justice 
Roberts (65), Thomas (72), Alito (70), Gorsuch (53), Kavanaugh (55) and now Barrett (48). The liberals are 
Sotomayor (66), Kagan (60) and Breyer (82). Trump has replaced two deceased Justices, namely Ginsburg 
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(87) and Scalia (79), and one retired, namely Kennedy (84). Out of these three, Ginsburg was the only 
liberal. Sotomayor and Kagan were both appointed by Obama and the conservatives Trump did not appoint 
were appointed by the Bushes. 


Clarence Thomas is the longest serving member, having been appointed by the first Bush. It is possible that 
one of the older conservative Justices may retire or die, however that is unlikely during Trump’s second term, 
and even if it did happen the composition of the court would not change. It is also unlikely that either of the 
two younger liberal justices will retire or die. That leaves Breyer, the oldest justice and a liberal. It is possible 
he may die in the next four years, as Scalia died at 79. It is also possible that he retires, as Kennedy did at 
82, the same age Breyer is. 


In conclusion, barring some unforeseen death or retirement, the only plausible way the courts composition 
would change to be even more conservative (7-2) would be on three conditions: 1) Trump gets reelected, 
which is not impossible 2) the republicans retain control of the Senate, increasingly unlikely if Trump wins 
though possible if Trump loses, given that midterms are historically bad for the ruling party and 3) Breyer 
dies or retires, more than likely the former. Therefore, it is very likely that Breyer will die in the next four 
years, as he would be almost as old as Ginsburg. Obviously, if Biden becomes president there is zero 
chance of any of this happening and also zero chance if the Democrats take the Senate. Furthermore, if 
Biden wins, dems take the Senate and one of the conservatives dies or retires, the court could start to return 
to a balance. In other words, if you want a 7-2 majority of conservatives on the court, elect Trump and return 
republicans to the Senate. 
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